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METHODS IN ENZYMOLOGY. VOLUME L. PART C. COMPLEX CARBOHYDRATES. Edited
by V. Ginsburg. New York, Academic Press, 1978. 628 pp. $48.50.
This volume, one of many in this series, is a compendium oftechnical information
about techniques of laboratory analysis and preparation of complex carbohydrates.
More thanjust a laboratory guide, it contains inaddition to detailed methods critical
information necessary to evaluate and understand those methods. Each section is
written by a well-recognized authority in the field. As an example, section 46,
Enzymatic Diagnosis of the Genetic Mucopolysaccharide Storage Disorders, is
written by Dr. Elizabeth Nenfeld and her colleagues, and contains a brief introduc-
tion, a thorough discussion of sample preparation, detailed procedures, and has the
data needed to interpret the results.
The book is thoroughly referenced with up-to-date literature citations, including
references to clinical information where relevant. Sections include methods pertain-
ing to oligo saccharides, carbohydrate binding protein, sialic acids, and alongsection
devoted to lysosomal enzymes that catabolyze mucopolysaccharides, sphingolipids,
and glycopolymers. The index is complete with useful cross references.
It is most definitely a methods book, not a textbook. Its usefulness is limited to
persons working in or associated with laboratories which perform enzyme analyses,
and they will find it a valuable addition to their libraries.
MARGRETTA R. SEASHORE
Departments ofHuman Genetics and Pediatrics
Yale University School of Medicine
MEASLES VIRUS AND ITS BIOLOGY. By K.B. Fraser and S.J. Martin. London,
Academic Press, 1978. 249 pp. $19.25.
This small book is the first of a series of monographs in Experimental Virology
promised under the editorship of Tinsley of Oxford and Brown of Pirbright,
England. It sets a valuable precedent in effectively presenting an approach to clinical
problems based onfundamental laboratory studies. The authors are both members of
the Belfast group which in recent years have been leaders in both basic work on
measles virus and clinical studies on multiple sclerosis, a disease which some believe
may be caused by measles virus. Fraser and Martin are thus in an excellent position
to collect and evaluate up-to-date information on both sides of the picture.
Measles virus may seem an odd choice for this first volume of the series. The virus
itself is not a convenient subject for basic structural or biochemical studies; titers
attained in the laboratory are too low, the structure is too fragile to permit easy
concentration, and any attempt to get synchrony of infection with large innocula
produces a large proportion of defective progeny. The disease, measles, can be
controlled quite well with a well-tested vaccine and its incidence in developed
countries has been reduced to a few percent of the natural rate. Measles virus is,
however, an excellent example of an agent which causes distinct acute and chronic
diseases. The neurological disease, subacute sclerosing panencephalitis (SSPE) is
clearly the result of long-term measles virus infection and the much more common
disease, multiple sclerosis (MS), is associated with unusual levels of measles immu-
nity. Whether measles virus is part ofthe cause of MS or only an indicator ofa more